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Berti, F. (2022). Progetto “Parco delle Buone Pratiche”: didattica ambientale e recupero di un bene 
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für Lebenslanges Lernen zur Umsetzung der Empfehlungen der Enquetekommission „Fit fürs Leben 
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Education. Conference ECER 2023 „The Value of Diversity in Education and Educational Research“, 
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7.2022, On John Dewey’s Footprint: the active school according to Rebeca Wild. The 10th European 

Conference on Education (ECE2022). UCL, Institute of Education, London. 

4.2022, Beyond the morning-afternoon dichotomy. Multi-professional collaboration as a key concept of 

inclusive all-day primary school. With Hamacher Catalina & Seitz Simone. Teaching and Learning for 
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Contexts”, Verona. 

11.2019, Towards a similarity approach in intercultural education. Fostering teacher’s attitude towards 
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6.2019, Between similarities and cultural diversities: intercultural education meets intangible cultural 
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5.2019, Learning by playing – Play practices and cultural transmission in Stewart Culin’s writings. XXII 
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Bologna. 

9.2018, Meanings of “tradition” in the context of play. Conference “Play and Games in Antiquity. 

Definition, Transmission, Reception”, ERC Project “Locus Ludi. The Cultural Fabric of Games and Play 

in Antiquity”, Swiss Museum of Games, La-Tour-de-Peilz. 
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1.2022 – ongoing, Curator of the exhibition “Poetica del Gioco. Roberto Papetti artigiano artista”, 

Comune di San Giorgio di Nogaro (Ud).  

11.2022 – 6.2023, Participation in the project “La vita segreta dei giocattoli”, bando MIUR “Il linguaggio 
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Nazionale Cinema e Immagini per la Scuola 2022” Responsible for monitoring and evaluation. 

Project coordinator: Associazione Culturale Zalab, Padova. 

2.2023 - 4.2023, Participation in the project “GENERA-Generare Processi di Trasformazione”, 

supported by Fondazione San Zeno Verona. Workshop: “Play-based Learning: riflessioni per 

stimolare l’apprendimento ludico nella scuola primaria”. Project coordinator: Hermete Cooperativa 

Sociale Onlus, Fumane (Vr). 

10.2021 - 3.2022, Participation in the designing and reopening of “Casa del gioco. Collezione Marco 

Fittà”, Comune di Soave (Vr).  

6.2020 - 7.2021, Responsible for educational area, Associazione Giochi Antichi, Verona (Italy). Project 

writings and development of the cultural centre "Casa Colombare – Centro per la salvaguardia dei 

Giochi e Sport Tradizionali". National responsible for the Erasmus+ Project "Opportunity - fostering 

social inclusion and gender equality in formal and nonformal educational contexts through applying 

traditional sports and games" (622100-EPP-1-2020-1-ES-SPO-SCP). Project coordinator: University 

of Lleida.  

4.2019 - 8.2021, Team member and trainer of the Erasmus+ "SPIEL - Spielpädagogik in europäischen 

Ländern". Project coordinator: Mensch Raum Land e.V, Berlin.  

10.2012 - 4.2016, Design and realisation of the "Das Interkulturelle-vhs Spielmobil" Volkshochschule 
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Travelling with exclusively traditional games and toys, it was intended to be a tool for intercultural 

education, offering a play space for children and adults aimed at fostering dialogue in a 

multicultural context. It allowed creative actions and responses among participants and guarantees 

spaces, materials, times and relation for social participation. The Intercultural Playbus was an 

original idea I implemented together with Volkshochschule Tübingen. It was funded by the Ministry 

of Culture of Baden-Württemberg for the first two years, and later by the Municipality of Tübingen. 

Between 2012 and 2016, the Intercultural Playbus visited more than 160 schools, family centres, 

museums and libraries. In 2013 it was recognised as “Best Practice” by the Ministry of Culture of 

Baden-Württemberg, and in 2014 it was awarded the Tübingen’s Prize for Integration 

(Integrationspries). 

2.2007 - 12.2009, Museum Educator, Museo Africano, Verona (Italy). Play-based workshops on 

developmental education, through the discovery of traditional games in various cultures, for 

elementary and high schools. Play-based events for families. 

5.2007 - 9.2009, Educator and Project Coordinator, Centro Polifunzionale Don Calabria, Verona (Italy). 

1) Project “Help - Actions to prevent and combat early school leaving” Project management and 

coordination of the twelve partner schools. Relations with the regional office of reference. 

Preparation of reports, monitoring and evaluation of the project. 2) Project “Il Caleidoscopio“. 

Street-based Youth Work”, Comune di San Bonifacio (Verona). Management of the collaboration 

between the two Partners, coordination of the team of educators, relations with social workers. 

Management of relations with other subjects of the territory involved in the project: teachers and 

school managers, child neuropsychiatry, parish priests. Qualitative and quantitative evaluation. 

Mid-term and quarterly reports. 

3.2005 - 9.2007, Team member of “Ludobus  Ridoridó”,   Associazione Culturale Ridoridó, Verona 

(Italy). Playbus and play-based workshops and events in several primary schools in the province of 

Verona. Project writing, staff training, partners networking and collaboration with local 

administration and civil society.  

10.2004 - 6.2005, Project Assistant – International Cooperation Technical Assistance, Agmin Italy, 

Verona (Italy). Participation in tenders under the Framework Contract for the provision of technical 

assistance to States receiving international aid from the European Community (EC AMS 451). 

Selection of consultants, contracting, budgeting, logistical and administrative support for experts on 

mission. Regular correspondence with international consultants and European Delegations. 

 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

B2 English: CEFR B2, Language Centre University of Bolzano/Bozen, July 2002 

B2 German: Attestato bilinguismo B2 italiano-tedesco, Provincia Autonoma di Bolzano, May 2022 
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The Shared Space of Play 

Traditional Games as a tool of intercultural education  

The research investigates a practice of intercultural education with play-based learning. Its aim is to 
respond to the major constraints of the field of intercultural education, namely, the limitations of its 
practice and the risk of falling into a culturalist representation of cultures. This risk, repeatedly 
highlighted by literature on the subject, relates to the tension residing in the field itself, of seeking to 
valorise both the universality of human beings and the diversity of cultures. Since this latter aspect is 
often predominant, however, the outcome is that differences among cultures become even more 
emphasised. Consequently, cultures are, involuntarily, represented as separated from each other. I 
suggest overcoming this dichotomy by shifting the attention from diversity to similarity between 
cultures. The search for similarities, in fact, allows us to highlight spaces where cultural elements 
overlap, mix and blend, and where cultural transmission transcends borders. Furthermore, this study 
suggests that it is only after the acknowledgement of similarity that it is also possible to distinguish and 
appreciate cultural diversity. 

An approach encompassing the acknowledgement of similarity requires an attitude that looks at “the 
relation that connects” (Bateson, 1972 and 1979). In this exercise – searching for similarities to 
discover cultural in-betweens - traditional games have strong potential. They are present in all 
cultures, from the past to the present, and they surprise us for both on account of their extreme 
variety and their incredible similarity. On the basis of such similarities, they can be grouped into 
families, as for example, the families of spinning tops, cup and balls, bowling, bowls games, tip-cat 
games, etc. Hence, when they are used as the setting of an intercultural education practice, they allow 
us to highlight the universality of the experience of play, while also revealing the variety of cultural 
traditions. In other words, they attain a representation of cultures that attest to variety in unity. To 
recall a metaphor by Wittgenstein – who used games as an example for his concept of family 
resemblances - these games represent “the fibres” that “run through the whole thread” holding 
together the experience of play of children and adults in the world (Wittgenstein 1968 [1953]). 

The research is rooted in play studies, spanning the disciplines of intercultural pedagogy and cultural 
anthropology. Moreover, a semiotic perspective has been added to investigate the function of 
traditional games and toys in the setting of the classroom: in semiotic terms, the setting temporarily 
transforms the classroom into a space of play, since games and toys convey the message “this has to 
do with play”. In a multicultural classroom, such a setting allows for the emergence of the “shared 
encyclopaedias” (Eco, 1976 and 1984) of participants - children and also the adults involved - 
concerning the experience of playing with traditional games in different cultures. From a didactical 
point of view, traditional games allow the teacher to capture the curiosity and attention of children in 
a “field of experience” in which they are immersed (Dewey, 1910).  
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