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Current academic position:  
Full Professor in Political Science (SPS/04)  
 
Research interests  
Rational Choice Approach to Politics, Comparative Politics, Epistemology of Social Sciences.  
 
Education  
After a degree in Philosophy (University of di Genoa) she got a PhD in Political Science at the 
University of Florence (1988). She undertook several courses in social sciences methods at the 
Summer School of the Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR), 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (1999-2001).  
 
Career  
She was appointed as a researcher at the University of Bologna in 1999.  
In 2004 she became Associate Professor. 
She is Full Professor since 2009.  
Previously she has been Research Fellow at the Department of Political Science, Trinity College, 
Dublin (1998-1999).  
 
Academic service  
She served as Coordinator of PhD Programme in Political and Social Science, Department of 
Political and Social Sciences (2017-2022) 
She served as Chair of the Department of Political Science (2009- 2012) and as Chair of the School 
of Political Sciences at the University of Bologna (2012 - 2015).  
She served as a coordinator of the LM in International Relations, Department of Political and Social 
Sciences (2015-2017). Previously she served as a coordinator of the Master degrees in Scienze 
dell'Organizzazione e del Governo;  Politica, Amministrazione e Organizzazione  (2007-2009), 
Dipartimento di Scienza Politica, University of Bologna. 
Previously she had joined the Academic  board of the PhD Programme Political Studies, University 
of Milan.  
She coordinated the annual seminar series in the Dipartimento di Scienza Politica, University of 
Bologna for a number of years (2000-2010).  
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Teaching  
Since 2000s she has been teaching courses in Political Science and Comparative Politics at the 
undergraduate and graduate level, University of Bologna. Since 2020 she has been teaching a 
short course in Epistemology of the Social Sciences in the PhD programme in Political and Social 
Sciences, UNIBO. 
 
Research  

She is actually joining the PRIN 2020NK2YHL_002 DEMOPE (DEMOcracy under PressurE),  Project 
DEMocracy under PressurE, P.I. Prof. Andrea Ceron University of Milan, coordinator local unit in 
Bologna Prof. Luca Pinto. She joined the PRIN– Bando 2015 Prot. 2015P7RCL5 Politics e Policy in 
Europa in tempo di crisi: Cause e Conseguenze, National Coordinator Prof. Marco Giuliani, University 
of Milan.  Previously she  joined  two other national research projects : PRIN  2010, Come cambia la 
rappresentanza politica in Italia. La decisione di voto nel ciclo elettorale 2013-2015,  P.I. Prof. Paolo 
Segatti, University of Milan and PRIN 2008 Cosa fanno i partiti politici, P.I. Prof. Marco Tarchi, 
University of Florence, coordinator local unit in Bologna Prof. Aldo Di Virgilio.  
She coordinated the international research programme “New forms of democracy? Change and 
Reform of Democratic Institutions”, Dipartimento di Scienza Politica, Università di Bologna and 
Center for the Study of Democracy, University of California Irvine (2006-2010),  Director Prof. 
Giorgio Freddi, University of Bologna.   
She has been Visiting Professor at the University of California, Irvine (February 2023; 2005),  UCLA 
(Oct./Dec 2006; Nov. 2007). She has been Visiting Scholar at the Center in Political Economy, 
Washington University, St. Louis. MO (1997) and at the Department of Political Science, University 
of Rochester (1996).  
In 2009 and 2011 she has been workshop co-director at the ECPR joint session of workshops.  
She presented her research at the annual conferences of the Società Italiana di Scienza Politica, 
American Political Science Association, European Consortium for Political Research, European 
Political Science Association, and at other international workshops at the University of St. Gallen, 
University of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University, European University Institute, University of Lille, Science 
Po CEVIPOF Paris, College de France Paris, Trinity College Dublin, Washington University in St. Louis, 
and the University of Tokyo.  
She authored two books about the rational choice approach to politics (in Italian: Teoria politica 
positiva. L’approccio razionale alla politica, Bologna, Il Mulino 2003; Lo spazio della politica. Partiti 
e politiche da Berlusconi ai populisti, Bologna, Il Mulino 2022, co-authored with Pedrazzani, Andrea; 
Pinto, Luca) and edited two volumes (in English: Intraparty Politics and Coalition Governments (with 
Kenneth Benoit, London, Routledge 2009) and A Natural Experiment on Electoral Law Reform. 
Evaluating the Long Run Consequences of 1990s Electoral Reform in Italy and Japan (with Bernard 
Grofman, New York, Springer 2011). Recently she co-edited the Italian edition of the textbook by 
Clark, W.R., Golder M. and Golder S. Principles of Comparative Politics (Principi di scienza politica, 
McGrawHill 2022).     
Her work appeared in edited volumes and in journals such as South European Politics and Society, 
Government and Opposition, British Journal of Political Science, Electoral Studies, European Journal 
of Political Research, Legislative Studies Quarterly, Journal of Theoretical Politics, Rivista Italiana di 
Scienza Politica. 
 
Editorial boards  

2021-member of the editorial board Journal of Politics 

2018- Associate Editor di Japanese Journal of Political Science 
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2014- member of the editorial board of Asian Journal of Comparative Politics.  
2008- member of the editorial board of Revista de Investigaciones Políticas y Sociológicas (RIPS).  
1992- member of the editorial board of Notizie di Politeia. 
She has been member of the editorial board of the Rivista Italiana di Politiche Pubbliche (2004-
2014).  
Referee for Cambridge University Press, American Political Science Review, American Journal of 
Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, Journal of Theoretical Politics, Political Studies, 
European Journal of Political Research, European Journal of Public Policy, European Political 
Science Review, Legislative Studies Quarterly, Acta Politica, Rivista di Comunicazione Politica, 
Homo Oeconomicus.  
 
Other  
Member of the Società Italiana di Scienza Politica, American Political Science Association, 
European Political Science Association.  
Official Representative of the University of Bologna at the European Consortium for Political 
Research (ECPR). 
Member of the Standing Group on Parliaments and the Standing Group on Southern European 
Politics at the ECPR. 
 
Most recent publications  
 
"Italian Politics and Goverment", Oxford Bibliographies,  Oxford University Press 2023 
 
“Minority Governments in Italy: From Structural Stability to Political Change” in Shane Martin & 
Bonnie Field (eds) Minority Goverments in Comparative Perspective, Oxford University Press 2022  
 
“The Entry of the M5Star Movement and the reshaping of Party Politics in Italy”, Government and 
Opposition  (2022), 1–18 doi:10.1017/gov.2022.38 (co-authors Karen Umansky and Itai Sened) 
 
Lo spazio della politica. Partiti e politiche da Berlusconi ai populisti, Bologna, Il Mulino 2022 (co-
authors Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 
 
“Faraway, so close: a spatial account of the Conte I government formation in Italy”, Italian Political 
Science Review / Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica , Volume 52 , Issue 1 , March 2022 , pp. 83 – 
100 ( co-authors Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 
 
 “Italy: Legislative Speeches under Changing Electoral Rules”, in The Politics of Legislative Debates, 
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2021, pp. 505 – 527 (co-author Pedrazzani, Andrea) 
 
Ricordo di Anthony Downs 1930-2021, Notizie di POLITEIA, 2021, 37, pp. 8 - 11 
 
Bicameralism and government formation: does bicameral incongruence affect bargaining delays?, 
European Political Science Review , 2020, 12, pp. 469 – 484 (co-authors Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, 
Luca) 
 
Intra-party ideological heterogeneity: Are candidates agents of their parties?, in: Parliamentary 
Candidates Between Voters and Parties A Comparative Perspective, edited By Lieven De 

https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/764966
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/776490
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Lieven%20De%20Winter
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Winter, Rune Karlsen, Hermann Schmitt London, Routledge, 2020, pp. 142 – 163 (co-author  Pinto, 
Luca) 
 

The first Conte government: ‘government of change’ or business as usual?, Contemporary Italian 

Politics, 2020, 12, pp. 182 - 199 (co-authors Pinto, Luca; Plescia, Carolina)  

The Immigration Issue on Twitter Political Communication. Italy 2018-2019,  Comunicazione 

Politica, 2020, 21, pp. 231 - 263 (co-author Combei, Claudia Roberta) 

Personal Ambitions, Expertise and Parties' Control. Understanding Committee Assignment in the 
Italian Chamber of Deputies, Parliamentary Affairs 2019, 72, pp. 119 - 140 484 (co-authors 
Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 
 
Coalition Patterns in Italian Regional Governments 1970-2015, in: Coalition Politics and Federalism, 
edited by A. Albala, New York, Springer, 2018, pp. 53 - 76 (co-author  Pinto, Luca) 
 
The rising importance of non-economic policy dimensions and the formation of the Conte 
government in Italy, Italian Political Science/Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica 2018, 13, pp. 27 - 44 
484 ( co-authors Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 
 
Party System Change in Italy: Politicising the EU and the Rise of Eccentric Parties, South European 
Society and Politics, 2017, 22, pp. 21 – 42 484 ( co-authors Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 
 
La coesione dei partiti italiani, in: La rappresentanza politica in Italia: Candidati ed elettori nelle 
elezioni politiche del 2013, Bologna, Il Mulino, 2016, pp. 179 - 206  484 (co-author Pedrazzani, 
Andrea) 
 
 La dimensione fondamentale del confronto politico: il significato di "sinistra" e "destra" per i 
candidati italiani, in: La rappresentanza politica in Italia, edited by Paolo Segatti & Aldo di Virgilio, 
Bologna, Il Mulino, 2016, pp. 149 – 178 (484 (co-author Pinto, Luca) 
 

“Metodi di selezione dei candidati e democrazia infra-partitica”, in: La rappresentanza politica in 
Italia, edited by  Paolo Segatti & Aldo di Virgilio , Bologna, Il Mulino, 2016, pp. 295 – 322 
 
Rules and Speeches: How Parliamentary Rules Affect Legislators' Speech-Making Behavior, 
Legislative Studies Quaterly , 2016, 41, pp. 771 - 800 (co-author Pedrazzani, Andrea) 

 
Setting Parliamentary Calendars: How Parties Allocate Time for Plenary Debates on Bills, Political 
Studies 2016, 64, pp. 1016 - 1035  (Pedrazzani, Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 
 

Adoption, institutionnalisation et diffusion des primaires ouvertes. Un approche compareé franco-

italienne, Revue Internationale de Politique Comparèe 2015, 22, pp. 371 - 395 (co-author Remì 

Lefevre) 

Candidates in the 2013 Italian General Election: Evidence from the Italian Candidate Survey, 

Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica, 2015, 45, pp. 317 - 342 (co-authors Di Virgilio, Aldo; Pedrazzani, 

Andrea; Pinto, Luca) 

https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Lieven%20De%20Winter
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Rune%20Karlsen
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Hermann%20Schmitt
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/753333
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/769577
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/626182
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/626182
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/643887
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/653687
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/653687
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/552376
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/581302
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/552414
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/552414
https://cris.unibo.it/handle/11585/552424
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Party Competition in the 2013 Italian Elections: Evidence from an Expert Survey, Government and 

Opposition, 2015, 50, pp. 65 - 89 (co-authors Di Virgilio, Aldo; Pedrazzani, Andrea ; Pinto, Luca) 

Secret Voting in the Italian Parliament, in Secrecy and Publicity in Voting and Debates, edited by 

J.Elster,  New York, Cambridge University Press, 2015, pp. 108 - 130  

 
 
 
For a complete list see https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/daniela.giannetti/en 
 


