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Susanne Elsen studied Social Work and Social Education, Sociology and Economics and graduated 
at the University of Trier, Germany. She obtained her PhD (community economy) at the same 
University and received the Habilitation at the Technical University of Dresden, Germany. 

After seven years of fieldwork in a program for the development of sustainable tourism in 
different countries (Studienkreis für Tourismus and Touristik Union International), she worked at 
the University of Trier as a researcher and project leader in the field of community-based research 
and socio-economic development for urban restoration in a disadvantaged area. For her work in 
this project, she gained the award of the German Schader-Foundation for research in the sector 
of housing and urban development.  

Since 1992, she was responsible for qualification programs of street- and community-workers as 
well as collaborators for endogenous rural development strategies at the study center of the 
German protestant church Burckhardthaus, Gelnhausen.  

In 1995, she became the director of the research and development project EUROSOZIAL at the 
University of Trier, financed by the German Ministry for Research and Education (BMBF), focused 
on local labor market and community-based health-promotion in the European boarder-region 
SAAR-LOR-LUX, strongly effected by unemployment and poverty in that phase.   

In a parallel contract, she worked as scientific collaborator in the national program Neue Wege 
der Arbeitsplatzbeschaffung / New ways of generating labor (1998-2003), financed by the 
German Ministry for Families, Elderly, Women and Youth. This project aimed to create 
employment options for women in remote rural areas of eastern Germany based on community-
development methods.  

Since 1997, she has been Professor for Community Development at the University of Applied 
sciences of Zürich and since 1999 at the University of Applied Sciences, Munich. Since 2010, she 
is full professor for social science at the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano teaching in the trilingual 
courses on BA-, MA- and PhD-level. She has been the vice-dean for research and the coordinator 
of four cycles of the PhD program in humanities and social sciences. Since 2021, she is member 
of WP1 (economic sustainability) of the international ASTRA-PhD-program Applying Sustainability 
Transition Research Methods in Social Work (HORIZON 2020). 

Her emphasis in research, teaching and development lies in social innovation, eco-social 
transformation and social and solidarity economy with a special focus on solutions for 
disadvantaged rural and urban areas. She combines participatory research strategies as 
cooperative and transdisciplinary knowledge production with approaches to sustainable social 
change and development, involving stakeholders and concerned people. 

 

 

 



Recent memberships and advocacy: 

 

2011-2015: Member to the future council of Bavaria; 

2013 ongoing: Member of the expert commission for the development of social cooperatives of 
Bavaria;  

2013 ongoing: Director of the institute for sustainable development and local economy, 
Mönkeberg;  

2016-2020: Scientific councilor of the German Union of Green Enterprises;  

2020 ongoing: Scientific reviewer for the Austrian society for research FFG; 

2020 ongoing: Editor of the Journal of Social Economy and Common Welfare (Nomos); 

2021 ongoing: Member of the expert-group of the UNTFSSE (United Nations Task Force for 
Solidarity Economy).  

Co-founder and member of diverse social and community cooperatives to experience and steer 
social innovation from the ground. 

 

 

Selected recent research projects 2015 - 2023:  

 

2015 – 2015    WWWforEurope, Wealth, work Welfare, Europe moving to a new path of growth 
(EU FP7)  

2015 – 2017   Competence Alliance for Sustainable Socio-Economic Development (EU funded)  

2018 – 2020   Unlocking the Potential of Social Agriculture (UPAS), funded by Free University of 
Bolzano 

2018 - 2020    Socio-economic integration of migrants and refugees in South-Tirol, funded by 
Free University of Bolzano 

2017 – 2020   Development of community-based health care systems in South Tirol, funded by 
Free University of Bolzano 

2019 – 2020    Multifunctional social farming combatting organized crime  

2020 – 2022    Filiera Agricoltura Responsabile (FARm) (responsible agricultural chain) (EU-fund)  

2020 – 2022    Multifunctional agriculture and eco-social transformation of remote rural areas  

2021 – 2024    ASTRA Applying Sustainability Transition Research in Social Work (H2020) 

2020 – 2022   Written in the landscape (funded by the Province of Bolzano) 

2020 – 2023   Certificazione Partecipativa nella Filiera del Biologico Italiano (CARIVERONA)  
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