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Course description

Today’s world is characterized by complexity, interdependence, and
unprecedented transnational challenges. Schools play an important role in
preparing new generations to understand this reality and to assume a
conscious role as citizens working for global transformation through
participation in local communities.

The United Nation’s 2030 Agenda with its Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) recognizes that quality education requires the integration of global
citizenship education (GCED) in school curricula. A powerful way to bring this
international and intercultural perspective into primary education is by
harnessing the motivational power of stories and children’s literature as a
way of developing global consciousness and global competences in young
learners, encouraging their social engagement through a discussion of issues
emerging from the story worlds depicted, using the various languages they
share.

This module, addressed primarily to pre-service teachers in the MEd,
examines how story-based instruction can develop intercultural awareness
by incorporating the vision and values of global citizenship education through
a careful selection and use of picture books and storytelling practices in
second-language teaching with young learners. Drawing on a selection of
children’s picture books, the course explores how teachers can use narratives
to help children develop global awareness and competences along with
language acquisition. ‘Teacher talk’ will be considered in a multilingual
context, investigating how it can best support classroom interaction through
well-informed, well-balanced, and systematic strategies. Picture books can
act as the building blocks not only for literacy development, but also for
constructing a culture of care based on GCED principles from the earliest
stages of learning.

Specific educational
objectives

By the end of the mini-course on “Global Citizenship Education and
Plurilingual Learning through Picture Books” students will be able to do the
following:

(1) analyse the content of picture books and identify those that
support a GCED perspective

(2) select a suitable picture book and develop activities to promote
global consciousness and global competences with young learners
in the language classroom

(3) collaborate with peers to develop effective storytelling techniques
and language mediation strategies to make picture books
accessible and to encourage learners’ participation in read alouds
and literacy-based activities




List of topics covered

e integrating linguistic objectives and citizenship objectives in learning
through picture books

following the Head-Heart-Hands (3H) model of learning

selecting stories on intercultural themes

adapting stories for the level of learners

guiding the storytelling cycle: before, during, after

providing mediation strategies for inclusive learning

Teaching format

Workshop, seminar, discussion, individual work, group work

Learning outcomes

On completion of the module, students are expected to have acquired the
following competences:

Knowledge and understanding

» knowledge of issues pertaining to instructed second-language learning
through picture books;

¢ knowledge of issues pertaining to global citizenship education (GCED) in
the field of second-language teaching with picture books;

« understanding of the theoretical principles underpinning the creation of
pedagogically sound lesson plans for story-based learning;

e understanding of how to plan and create a story-based lesson suitable for
GCED at primary school.

Applying knowledge and understanding

» demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how to plan engaging
activities for GCED in the language classroom using picture books;

e demonstrate knowledge and understanding of instructed second-
language learning using picture books;

» demonstrate knowledge and understanding of effective mediation
strategies for inclusive learning using picture books.

Making judgments

» make informed choices about a story-based lesson design for GCED;

« discern best practices in a story-based approach in language education;
e analyse, select, adapt, and use picture books;

« identify age-appropriate and stage-appropriate activities using picture
books;

» show an ability to think critically about and evaluate progress through
self-awareness of one’s own competences.

Communication skills

o use effective dialogical reading techniques with picture books to engage
learners;

e provide effective language mediation strategies during storytelling
activities to include learners;

e use linguistic forms correctly to model the target language for YLs

e use language fluently and accurately when discussing and presenting
work with peers.

Learning skills

» be able to make connections between key concepts, to weigh strengths
and weaknesses of arguments, and make informed decisions;

* be able to draw on own knowledge and experience, as well as group and
individual feedback from peers and the lecturer in order to improve
competences;

* be able to refer to appropriate resources so as to select and deploy
pedagogically principled strategies in order to achieve specific learning
objectives;

e be able to autonomously design a story-based lesson for GCED and
language learning




Assessment

1. One formative assessment: working in groups, students prepare a
story-based lesson using a selected picture book for GCED and
language learning, then present the planned activities to the class.

2. One final assessment — Unibz students enrolled in this optional course
will do a final oral examination.

Evaluation criteria and
criteria for awarding
marks

For the story-based lesson:

rationale for selection of picture books on intercultural themes
identification of integrated learning aims (linguistic & citizenship)
planning & designing instructional activities and materials

use of dialogical storytelling techniques and language mediation
strategies with picture books

*Please note that a detailed evaluation rubric for this assignment will be
discussed in class and made available to participants.
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Supplementary readings
& resources

Picturebooks in European Primary English Language Teaching (PEPELT):
https://pepelt21.com/

Intercultural Citizenship Education through Picturebooks in Early English
Language Learning (ICEPELL): https://icepell.eu/

World Stories https://worldstories.org.uk/index
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